Jamming – Fiddle Style

Bluegrass Jamming

*Each instrument takes solos

*Fiddle should play fills, both verses and choruses, but not the         whole song – trade off

*Chop when the mandolin is playing fills or taking a break

*Long bows can be nice in a ballad or behind banjo breaks

*Stay away from the melody of a singing song.

*If you are playing an instrumental, play 2 A parts and 2 B parts then pass the tune along to the next picker.

Old-Time Jamming

*In most cases all instruments will play together, no solos.

*Stick close to the melody.

*Try to follow whoever called the tune. Do your best to mesh well with their version of the tune.

*Sometimes people will sing a verse or chorus when you least expect it.

Swing Jamming

*Play the head (melody) first if you call the tune. Then feel free to improvise.

*Listen to the chords being played by the rhythm section to inform your note choices.

*Keep eye contact with the other players to see the order of solos.

Texas Style Jamming

*In most cases it will be one fiddle at a time, but there can be many guitars.

*The rhythm section will generally play swing-style chords.

*The fiddle player can play the tune as many times as he/she likes.

*If there is more than one fiddle, you still don’t have to play just 2 A parts and 2 B parts, but it is kind to shorten your turn a little so that everyone can play the tune.

Celtic Jamming

*Lots of tunes! Work on the repertoire a few at a time.

*Generally, everyone plays the melody at once.

*Try to learn the proper ornamentation for the style.

*There are several different styles of Celtic rhythm. Check out Liz Carroll and John Doyle for examples.
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