Bluegrass Fiddle Jam Survival Skills Workshop

Things to bring….

· Your fiddle, your bow, a tuner, and maybe a songbook, portable recording device optional

Things to know (beginners)…

· How to get and keep your fiddle in tune.

· How the guitar player makes G, C, and D chords.

· How to play a basic shuffle pattern (long short short, long short short.

· How to chop on the backbeat, or 2 and 4 beats, even with muted strings.

· When to play while a singer is singing.

· How to move from one chord note to another while keeping a basic shuffle pattern going.

· How to teach others a song that you can play (“Old Joe Clark”).

· How to feel comfortable not looking at your instrument while playing, so you can look at others.

· How to make room for other fiddle players in a jam.

· How to find others in your local area who play at your experience level.

· Repertoire: learn basic fiddle and bluegrass standards and song form (AABB song structure, verse/chorus, etc.). Sit in on a local jam group and keep a list of what they play, get recordings and listen creatively!

Things to know (intermediates)

· How to follow chord progressions and how capos modify the other instruments.

· How to make double stops for basic chords in all keys.

· How to more effectively communicate in a jam.

· How to play the same song at different tempos.

· How to kick off and end a song.

· How to transition into and play a fiddle solo in the middle of a song.

· How to play more interesting fills behind a singer.

· How to use your first finger “fiddle capo” to begin to create your own solos.

· How to “hear” chord progressions.

· How to move from jams to bands.

· Repertoire: learn more standards! Get familiar with more classic bluegrass songs and start learning banjo and mandolin tunes.

